
 

  

SERVICE OF WORD & TABLE 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 4, 2022  • 10:00 a.m. 
* Please rise in body or spirit 

https://westfielducc.updates.church/


 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Holy Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day of the week, the day of Christ’s resurrection 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Peace be with you. And also with you. 
 
 

PRELUDE 
Glory (Let There Be Peace) 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Watch for it! It’s coming into view— 

The ways of this world have led to dead ends, 
but Christ leads us to life. 

 
Wait for it! The signs are around us— 

When we seek the welfare of the most vulnerable, 
we seek the well-being of all. 

 
The time is at hand! Repent! 

It is time to recognize where we have gone astray, 
Time to turn back to God’s love and justice. 

 
We are almost there! 

Let’s be real with one another: we need each other. 
May we find a way to journey together in hope. 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
God of the waiting wanderers in the wilderness, we enter this moment of worship expecting 
that when we leave this hour of prayer, we will be full of the courage needed to stand as a 

signal. We come to the mountain to feel closer to your presence, O God. May the 
mountains yield prosperity for your people. May righteousness flourish and peace abound. 

You, alone, are the God who does wondrous things. May your glory fill this place as we 
worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen. 
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*OPENING HYMN 

Blessed Be the God of Israel 
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*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Creator God, we confess that we put on masks in this world: 

masks of happiness to cover our depression. 
Masks of wealth to cover our emptiness. 

Masks of social status to cover up our feelings of inadequacy. 
We think some masks are better than others, 

when underneath it all we are simply bone and flesh, 
brought together by You. 

Help us to take off the mask and be our real self. 
Help us to acknowledge our shortcomings and mistakes. 

Help us to embrace our depression and illness so we can find ways of healing. 
Call us to look in the mirror and see our true self: 
the image of the Beloved One, the image of You. 

Help us to remove our masks, so we can truly view the world as it is, 
and work to repair what is broken. 

Amen. 
 
 
 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE 

We are fearfully and wonderfully made. We are tenderly cared for by our Beloved God. 
May we be tender with each other as we remove the masks of the world. May we help 
each other repair and heal, restore and make whole. May we love one another with 

the tender love of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom we have life.  Amen. 
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SUNG RESPONSE 
Walk In The Light 

 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Family of God 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 

All are invited to sing as the children come join the pastor in the front of the sanctuary. 

Jesus Loves Me 

 
Children wishing to take part in Sunday School may leave at this time. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

In the Bleak Midwinter 
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HEBREW BIBLE LESSON 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea. 
  
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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GOSPEL LESSON 
Matthew 3:1-12 

  

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.” ’ 
 
 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  
 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as 
our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
  
 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and 
will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.’. 
  

 
RESPONSE TO SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Through this scripture, God is still speaking. 
And we are listening! 

 
 

SERMON 
The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Chapman 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We begin our life of responding to the gospel through prayer and offering. 

 
 

SHARING OF CONCERNS 
For all these persons and all who are in need. 

Hold your people near, O God. 
 
 

SHARING OF JOYS 
We give thanks to God for these blessings. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CALL TO PRAYER 
For the Sake of the World 

 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

INVITATION TO GIVE 
We believe in the God of justice and righteousness, and God believes in us to carry 
forth the mission of loving and caring for community. Let us now share our gifts and 
resources so that we may continue to walk humbly with God and with neighbors. 
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OFFERTORY 
God Rest You Merry Gentlemen 

 
 

*DOXOLOGY 
Advent Doxology 

 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

We dedicate these gifts that have been shared 
for the fortification of the beloved community. 

Let these gifts do justice in the world. 
Let them be a signal to the people 

that there is a God who saves, heals, 
and sets free. 

Amen. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We share the bread and cup and are reminded of the feast we will share at the Heavenly Banquet. 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION RESPONSE 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

 
 

 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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...praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

 
 

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit...now and forever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
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SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
An Open Table!  When we celebrate Holy Communion we are all guests at the table, 

with Jesus himself as our host.  We have not earned a place at the table, rather we are 
invited because of the amazing grace of God.  For that reason, this celebration of 

Holy Communion is open to all- - including children- - who wish to know the presence 
of Christ and the community of God’s people, and not merely members of this 
congregation or denomination.  This is a joyful feast for all the people of God. 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
Patient God, 

As we leave your table, 
let us always be mindful 

that the place where we stand is holy. 
This world, your world, is our home, our life, our hope. 

Every breath we take receives the whole world. 
Every step moves us through generations of life. 

Let us be mindful of this great gift - 
which we have neither made nor earned, 

conceived nor understand. 
Let us walk in gentleness together. 

Amen. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world. 

 
*HYMN 

All Earth is Waiting 

 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE
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• Step back in time and into a VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS on Sundays, December 4, 11,  
and 18 starting at 7pm (doors open strictly at 6:30pm) and VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
EVE on Dec. 24 at 7pm. This event is appropriate for children 5 years and older. 
Childcare is provided beginning 30 minutes before the event. 
 

• Join us for FIESTA FIRST at noon today! We are gathering at Classic Pizza in Brooklyn to 
experience fellowship and good food. Eat what you want, pay what you can, 
everyone is welcome! 
 

• Ten years have passed and we have not forgotten. Join us in a vigil on Dec. 14 at 
7pm to mark TEN YEARS LATER: REMEMBERING NEWTOWN. 
 

• On Dec. 21 at 7pm, on the longest night of the year, we gather in darkness looking 
toward God's Light in our SERVICE OF THE LONGEST NIGHT. While the holidays are 
often filled with joy for many, for others it’s a time that brings great sadness. Family 
gatherings (or the lack their of) are anxiety-ridden. Carols are sung reminders of what 
or who’s missing. Join us as we honor and hold the loss and sadness that often 
accompanies the holidays. 

• Join us on Dec. 24 at 5pm for CANDLELIGHT CAROLING IN DAVIS PARK, amongst the 
Christmas Lights on the holiest night of the year! 

• We are having a CINNAMON ROLL CHRISTMAS, on Dec. 25 at 10am, and you are 
invited! Celebrate Christmas in the tastiest way! Wear your PJs and join us for this 
casual service celebrating the season with kids at the center of it all! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Worship Notes 
The prayers found in our worship service today are from the Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, from the prayer libraries 

of Ministry Matters, reWorship, Abingdon Worship Annual, and the United Church of Christ. 
Reproduced with Permission. 

CCLI Copyright License:  20184402 CCLI Streaming License: 20184392 
OneLicense, License  A-726080 WorshipCast, License: 13264 
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 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: 

We LOVE kids at Westfield. Children are welcome to stay through the whole service. If 
your child is more active, relax! We believe God put the wiggles and giggles in 

children. Don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome! 
 

Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s going on 
at the altar. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

 
Quietly explain the parts of worship. Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. 

Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you. 
 

If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please come 
back. As Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” 

 
Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they 
respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at 

home in this house of worship. 
 

There are paper hangers in the pews; feel free to use them as doodle space for your 
kiddos. 

210 Main St., Killingly, CT  06239     
860-774-8438  |  westfielducc.org 

              

Office Hours:  
Mon - Fri 8 am - 2 pm 
In-Person Hours: 
Mon - Thurs 9am - 12 pm 
office@westfielducc.org 

  
Ministers 

Pastor 
Director of Welcome 

Director of Music 
Church Administrator 

Facilities Caretaker 

  
All of the Congregation 
The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Chapman 
Kevin Williams 
Sue Theroux 
Aimee Cooney 
Michelle Plasse 
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